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In The Impossible Craft, Scott Donaldson explores the rocky territory of literary biography, the most difficult
that biographers try to navigate. Writers are accustomed to controlling the narrative, and notoriously opposed
to allowing intruders on their turf. They make bonfires of their papers, encourage others to destroy
correspondence, write their own autobiographies, and appoint family or friends to protect their reputations as
official biographers. Thomas Hardy went so far asto compose his own life story to be published after his
death, while falsely assigning authorship to his widow. After a brief background sketch of the history of
biography from Greco-Roman times to the present, Donal dson recounts his experiences in writing
biographies of a broad range of twentieth-century American writers: Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
John Cheever, Archibald MacL eish, Edwin Arlington Robinson, Winfield Townley Scott, and Charlie
Fenton.

Donaldson provides readers with a highly readable insiders’ introduction to literary biography. He suggests
how to conduct interviews, and what not to do during the process. He offers sound advice about how closely
biographers should identify with their subjects. He examines the ethical obligations of the biographer, who
must aim for the truth without unduly or unnecessarily causing discomfort or worse to survivors. He shows
us why and how misinformation comes into existence and tends to persist over time. He describes “the
mythical ideal biographer,” an imaginary creature of universal intelligence and myriad talents beyond the
reach of any single human being. And he suggests how its very impossibility makes the goal of writing a
biography that captures the personality of an author a challenge well worth pursuing.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald Jackson:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn
State Series in the History of the Book) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kevin L oesch:

The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Seriesin the History of the Book) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Seriesin the History of the Book) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
thinking.

Cheri Adamo:

This The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Seriesin the History of the Book) is great guide
for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can
say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Seriesin the History of
the Book) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that.
So, this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you till doubt this?

David Fern:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn
State Series in the History of the Book) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book The Impossible Craft: Literary Biography (Penn State Seriesin the History of the Book) has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book are generally make you bored, any it



offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.
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