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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject History Europe - Other Countries - Middle Ages, Early
Modern Age, grade: English Grade:58% von 70%, University of Nottingham (School of History), course:
Hauptseminar: Gender and Society in Early Modern Europe, language: English, abstract: ‘Witch- hunting is
seen as something pathological, a disease infecting like a plague the body of the communities in witch it
raged.’1 With these words the historian Bob Scribner described witchcraft and witch-hunts. They are defined
as something negative and pathological and it is obviously that witchcraft could easily emerged because of
the traditional beliefs rooted in the early modern society of Germany. Witchcraft and witchhunts emerged in
this period and made the population susceptible to the carrying out of denunciation and elimination of
innocent people. The population had been easily influenced by the authorities like magistrates and their
fellow citizens.

In the following discussion/passage, witchcraft and witch-hunts concerning the early modern Europe will be
less prominent rather than the study about witchcraft and witchhunts in early modern Germany. In particular
the main focus will stress on the south of Germany because it was the centre of witchcraft and witch-hunts.
In addition to that some examples will be mentioned to show special witchcraft and witch- hunt cases. First it
will be examined how the term ‘witch’ is defined shown in a historical, linguistic and an etymological way.
Then the two authors of the Malleus maleficarum2 and their ideas about witches and witchcraft will be
mentioned. In the forth chapter the social context shall be examined. In this passage the accused shall be
represented and the reasons which led to their accusation. In the last chapter the witch-hunts in early modern
Germany shall be represented.

It keeps the question in what way the witch-hunts increased during the early modern period and which
reasons contributed to their decline. Furthermore it should be bring out who was accused for witchcraft and
what led to their accusation? Which reasons were fundamental for the accusation of certain people,
especially women? At that period Germany was part of the Holy Roman Empire which lacked of juridical
power and had no control over its own territories.3 Also the early modern period was a time of considerable
changes in economy, politics and even within the society in particular concerning the role of the woman. So
the question remains whether witchcraft was linked to the changing female role in early modern Germany or
was it only the result of a lot of different political, economical and social changes in the early modern
period?
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

The e-book with title Witchcraft in early modern Germany has a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Debbie Jones:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Witchcraft in early modern Germany why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Matthew Williams:

The book untitled Witchcraft in early modern Germany contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

John Harrison:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Witchcraft in early modern Germany this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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