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The Iranian languages, due to their exceptional time-depth of attestation, constitute one of the very few
instances where a shift from accusative alignment to split-ergativity is actually documented. Yet remarkably,
within historical syntax, the Iranian case has received only very superficial coverage. This book provides the
first in-depth treatment of alignment change in Iranian, from Old Persian (5 C. BC) to the present. The first
part of the book examines the claim that ergativity in Middle Iranian emerged from an Old Iranian agented
passive construction. This view is rejected in favour of a theory which links the emergence of ergativity to
External Possession. Thus the primary mechanisms involved is not reanalysis, but the extension of a pre-
existing construction. The notion of Non-Canonical Subjecthood plays a pivotal role, which in the present
account is linked to the semantics of what is termed Indirect Participation.  In the second part of the book, a
comparative look at contemporary West Iranian is undertaken. It can be shown that throughout the
subsequent developments in the morphosyntax, distinct components such as agreement, nominal case
marking, or the grammar of cliticisation, in fact developed remarkably independently of one another. It was
this de-coupling of sub-systems of the morphosyntax that led to the notorious multiplicity of alignment types
in Iranian, a fact that also characterises past-tense alignments in the sister branch of Indo-European, Indo-
Aryan. Along with data from more than 20 Iranian languages, presented in a manner that renders them
accessible to the non-specialist, there is extensive discussion of more general topics such as the adequacy of
functional accounts of changes in case systems, discourse pressure and the role of animacy, the notion of
drift, and the question of alignment in early Indo-European.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar
Approach (Empirical Approaches to Language Typology) as your daily resource information.

Maria Hernandez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a reserve. The book Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar Approach
(Empirical Approaches to Language Typology) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Carla McFarlin:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar Approach (Empirical
Approaches to Language Typology) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
ahead of. The Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction Grammar Approach (Empirical
Approaches to Language Typology) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Joshua Cameron:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the



outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Alignment Change in Iranian Languages: A Construction
Grammar Approach (Empirical Approaches to Language Typology) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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