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The acclaimed actress and legendary singer, Yamaguchi Yoshiko (aka Li Xianglan, 1920-2014), emerged
from Japan-occupied Manchuria to become a transnational star during the Second Sino-Japanese war. Born
to Japanese parents, raised in Manchuria, and educated in Beijing, the young Yamaguchi learned to speak
impeccable Mandarin Chinese and received professional training in operatic singing. When recruited by the
Manchurian Film Association in 1939 to act in "national policy" films in the service of Japanese imperialism
in China, she allowed herself to be presented as a Chinese, effectively masking her Japanese identity in both
her professional and private lives. Yamaguchi soon became an unprecedented transnational phenomenon in
Manchuria, Shanghai, and Japan itself as the glamorous female lead in such well-known films as Song of the
White Orchid (1939), China Nights (1940), Pledge in the Desert (1940), and Glory to Eternity (1943). Her
signature songs, including "When Will You Return?" and "The Evening Primrose," swept East Asia in the
waning years of the war and remained popular well into the postwar decades.

Ironically, although her celebrated international stardom was without parallel in wartime East Asia, she
remained a puppet within a puppet state, choreographed at every turn by Japanese film studios in accordance
with the expediencies of Japan's continental policy. In a dramatic turn of events after Japan's defeat, she was
placed under house arrest in Shanghai by the Chinese Nationalist forces and barely escaped execution as a
traitor to China. Her complex and intriguing life story as a convenient pawn, willing instrument, and
tormented victim of Japan's imperialist ideology is told in her bestselling autobiography, translated here in
full for the first time in English. An addendum reveals her postwar career in Hollywood and Broadway in the
1950s, her friendship with Charlie Chaplin, her first marriage to Isamu Noguchi, and her postwar life as
singer, actress, political figure, television celebrity, and private citizen.

A substantial introduction by Chia-ning Chang contextualizes Yamaguchi's life and career within the
historical and cultural zeitgeist of wartime Manchuria, Japan, and China and the postwar controversies
surrounding her life in East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Roy Myers:

The feeling that you get from Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions) could be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical
Interventions) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early
Life (Critical Interventions) instantly.

Katherine Humphrey:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early
Life (Critical Interventions) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Betsy Aguilar:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My
Early Life (Critical Interventions) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Jonathan Carney:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Fragrant Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Fragrant
Orchid: The Story of My Early Life (Critical Interventions). You can more inviting than now.
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