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By far one of the most important objects of worship in the Buddhist traditions, the bodhisattva
Avalokitesvara is regarded as the embodiment of compassion. He has been widely revered throughout the
Buddhist countries of Asia since the early centuries of the Common Era. While he was closely identified
with the royalty in South and Southeast Asia, and the Tibetans continue to this day to view the Dalai Lamas
as his incarnations, in China he became a she -- Kuan-yin, the "Goddess of Mercy" -- and has a very different
history. The causes and processes of this metamorphosis have perplexed Buddhist scholars for centuries.
In this groundbreaking, comprehensive study, Chün-fang Yü discusses this dramatic transformation of the
(male) Indian bodhisattva Avalokitesvara into the (female) Chinese Kuan-yin -- from a relatively minor
figure in the Buddha's retinue to a universal savior and one of the most popular deities in Chinese religion.
Focusing on the various media through which the feminine Kuan-yin became constructed and domesticated
in China, Yü thoroughly examines Buddhist scriptures, miracle stories, pilgrimages, popular literature, and
monastic and local gazetteers -- as well as the changing iconography reflected in Kuan-yin's images and
artistic representations -- to determine the role this material played in this amazing transformation. The book
eloquently depicts the domestication of Kuan-yin as a case study of the indigenization of Buddhism in China
and illuminates the ways this beloved deity has affected the lives of all Chinese people down the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara. Try to the actual
book Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara as your close friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

David Lalonde:

This Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara can bring if you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Kuan-
yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Hernandez:

Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation
of Avalokitesvara but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial considering.

Mildred Bostwick:

This Kuan-yin: The Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara is new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Kuan-yin: The
Chinese Transformation of Avalokitesvara can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them



feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
style for your better life and also knowledge.
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