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Carl Schmitt ranks among the most original and controversial political thinkers of the twentieth century. His
incisive criticisms of Enlightenment political thought and liberal political practice remain as shocking and
significant today as when they first appeared in Weimar Germany. Unavailable in English until now,
Legality and Legitimacy was composed in 1932, in the midst of the crisis that would lead to the collapse of
the Weimar Republic and only a matter of months before Schmitt’s collaboration with the Nazis. In this
important work, Schmitt questions the political viability of liberal constitutionalism, parliamentary
government, and the rule of law. Liberal governments, he argues, cannot respond effectively to challenges by
radical groups like the Nazis or Communists. Only a presidential regime subject to few, if any, practica
limitations can ensure domestic security in ahighly pluralistic society.

Legality and Legitimacy is sure to provide a compelling reference point in contemporary debates over the
challenges facing constitutional democracies today. In addition to Jeffrey Seitzer’ s tranglation of the 1932
text itself, this volume contains his trangation of Schmitt’s 1958 commentary on the work, extensive
explanatory notes, and an appendix including selected articles of the Weimar constitution. John P.
McCormick’sintroduction places Legality and Legitimacy in its historical context, clarifies some of the
intricacies of the argument, and ultimately contests Schmitt’ s claims regarding the inherent weakness of
parliamentarism, constitutionalism, and the rule of law.
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From reader reviews:
Emma L atshaw:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyoneisyou
don't know what type you should start with. This Legality and Legitimacy is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Beverly Thomas:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyonein the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new info. When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will
bring one to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Legality and Legitimacy, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Michad Grammer:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled L egality and Legitimacy can be great book to read. May
beit isusually best activity to you.

Danny Padilla:

This Legality and Legitimacy is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reved it details
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Legality and Legitimacy in your
hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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