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Alexis de Tocqueville, one of the greatest commentators on the American political tradition, viewed it
through the lens of two related ideas: liberty and equality. These ideas, so eloquently framed by Thomas
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, have remained inextricably and uniquely conjoined in
American political thought: equality is understood as the equal possession of natural rights to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. By considering American reflections on these core ideas over time—in relation
to constitutional principles, religion, and race—this volume provides an especially insightful perspective for
understanding our political tradition. The book is at once a summary of American history told through ideas
and an inquiry into the ideas of liberty and equality through the lens of American history.

To a remarkable extent, American politics has always been thoughtful and American thought has always
been political. In these pages, we see how some of our greatest minds have grappled with the issues of liberty
and equality: Tocqueville and Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton as Publius in The Federalist, James Madison,
George Washington, William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln debating Stephen
Douglas, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. In essays responding to these primary sources, some of today's finest
scholars take up topics critical to the American experiment in liberal democracy—political inequality,
federalism, the separation of powers, the relationship between religion and politics, the history of slavery and
the legacy of racism. Together these essays and sources help to clarify the character, content, and
significance of American political thought taken as a whole. They illuminate and continue the conversation
that has animated and distinguished the American political tradition from the beginning—and, hopefully,
better equip readers to contribute to that conversation.
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From reader reviews:

Cecil Atkins:

This Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation (American Political Thought) book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation
(American Political Thought) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation
(American Political Thought) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Liberty and Equality: The
American Conversation (American Political Thought) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edith Stewart:

Exactly why? Because this Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation (American Political Thought)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

James Williams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation (American Political Thought) will give you a
new experience in looking at a book.

Roxie Gregory:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos



on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation (American Political Thought) can make you sense
more interested to read.
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