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The story of an infamous crime, a revered map dealer with an unsavory secret, and the ruthless
subculture that consumed him

Maps have long exerted a special fascination on viewers—both as beautiful works of art and as practical
tools to navigate the world. But to those who collect them, the map trade can be a cutthroat business,
inhabited by quirky and sometimes disreputable characters in search of a finite number of extremely rare
objects.

Once considered a respectable antiquarian map dealer, E. Forbes Smiley spent years doubling as a map thief
—until he was finally arrested slipping maps out of books in the Yale University library. The Map Thief
delves into the untold history of this fascinating high-stakes criminal and the inside story of the industry that
consumed him.

Acclaimed reporter Michael Blanding has interviewed all the key players in this stranger-than-fiction story,
and shares the fascinating histories of maps that charted the New World, and how they went from being
practical instruments to quirky heirlooms to highly coveted objects. Though pieces of the map theft story
have been written before, Blanding is the first reporter to explore the story in full—and had the rare privilege
of having access to Smiley himself after he’d gone silent in the wake of his crimes. Moreover, although
Smiley swears he has admitted to all of the maps he stole, libraries claim he stole hundreds more—and offer
intriguing clues to prove it. Now, through a series of exclusive interviews with Smiley and other key
individuals, Blanding teases out an astonishing tale of destruction and redemption.

The Map Thief interweaves Smiley’s escapades with the stories of the explorers and mapmakers he knew
better than anyone. Tracking a series of thefts as brazen as the art heists in Provenance and a subculture as
obsessive as the oenophiles in The Billionaire’s Vinegar, Blanding has pieced together an unforgettable story
of high-stakes crime.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Greene:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Map
Thief: The Gripping Story of an Esteemed Rare-Map Dealer Who Made Millions Stealing Priceless Maps?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Henry Brown:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Map Thief: The Gripping
Story of an Esteemed Rare-Map Dealer Who Made Millions Stealing Priceless Maps that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick
The Map Thief: The Gripping Story of an Esteemed Rare-Map Dealer Who Made Millions Stealing Priceless
Maps become your personal starter.

Gary Carter:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Map Thief: The
Gripping Story of an Esteemed Rare-Map Dealer Who Made Millions Stealing Priceless Maps which is
getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Alva Stephenson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Map Thief: The Gripping Story of an Esteemed Rare-Map Dealer Who Made Millions
Stealing Priceless Maps when you needed it?
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