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Has America, in its quest for goodness, sacrificed its sense of greatness? In this sharp-witted, historically
informed book, veteran political observer Alan Wolfe argues that most Americans show greater concern with
saving the country's soul than with making the nation great.

Wolfe castigates both conservatives and liberals for opting for small-mindedness over greatness. Liberals,
who at their best insisted on policies of national solidarity, have convinced themselves that small is beautiful,
prefer multiculturalism to one nation, and are mistrustful of executive political power. Conservatives, who
once embraced strong, active central government and an ideal of national citizenship, now support huge tax
cuts that undermine America's future ability to undertake any ambitious, long-term project at home or
abroad.

No great society, in Wolfe's view, has ever been built on the cheap. Wolfe notes that neither the
conservatives' call for small-scale faith-based initiatives nor the recent embrace on the left of a grassroots
"civil society" can provide health care to tens of millions of uninsured Americans or ensure national security
in an age of terrorism.

To find better solutions, Wolfe looks back at specific moments in our national experience, when, in the face
of sharp resistance, aspirations for the idea of national greatness shaped American history. He demonstrates
how a bold and ambitious political agenda, championed at various times by Alexander Hamilton, John
Marshall, Abraham Lincoln, and the two Roosevelts, steered the country toward periods of national strength
and unity.

Steeped in a colorful, panoramic reading of history, Return to Greatness offers a fresh take on American
national identity and purpose. A call to action for a renewed embrace of the ideal of an activist federal
government and bold policy agendas, it is sure to become a centerpiece of national debate.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Beaudoin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Return to Greatness: How America Lost
Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to Recover It to read.

Patrick Lyon:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of
them is this Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to
Recover It.

Kina Chatman:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day
to reading a reserve. The book Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It
Needs to Do to Recover It it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book has high quality.

Lea Wheeler:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its
Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to Recover It to make your current reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to



make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the guide Return to Greatness: How America
Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to Recover It can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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