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“The world is full of sorrow,” Agapita whispered to Alfonso.

Did she stamp those words into his destiny?

The story of Alfonso, a Nuevo Mexicano, begins with his birth, when the curandera Agapita delivers these
haunting words into his infant ear. What then unfolds is an elegiac song to the llanos of New Mexico where
Alfonso comes of age. As this exquisite novel charts Alfonso’s life journey from childhood through his
education and evolution as a writer, renowned Chicano author Rudolfo Anaya invites readers to reflect on
the truths and mysteries of the human condition.

Because Alfonso “didn’t write his own biography,” it falls to his childhood friend, the anonymous narrator
here, to tell his story, through a series of letters addressed to a mysterious figure named K. The narrator
depicts young Alfonso caught between dual influences: his beloved, devout Catholic mother, Rafaelita, and
the folk healer Agapita. After suffering a terrible accident that leaves him physically handicapped, Alfonso
faces intellectual crises during his university years, all of which move him down the path of his destiny.

In describing these events, the “old man” writing the letters interweaves Alfonso’s experiences with
fragments of his own life and of the New Mexican llano that both men have called home. The trajectory of
Alfonso’s life in turn mirrors the history of New Mexico and the turbulent beginnings of the Chicano
movement in which the young protagonist plays a trailblazing role.

As story builds upon story, the commonality of traits among the narrator, his subject, and perhaps Anaya
himself appears more than coincidental. Permeated by Anaya’s trademark religious and mythological
imagery, The Sorrows of Young Alfonso is a luminous meditation on memory, reality, and the human
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Garrison:

The book The Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas
series) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book The
Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Merry Springs:

Often the book The Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Sorrows
of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Thelma Brady:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana
and Chicano Visions of the Americas series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Noah Gardner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Sorrows of Young Alfonso
(Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation The Sorrows of Young Alfonso (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) as good
book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine
book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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