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A wryly comic memoir that examines the pillars of New England WASP culture—class, history,
family, money, envy, perfection, and, of course, real estate—through the lens of mothers and
daughters.

At eighteen, Sarah Payne Stuart fled her mother and all the other disapproving mothers of her too perfect
hometown of Concord, Massachusetts, only to return years later when she had children of her own. Whether
to defy the previous generation or finally earn their approval and enter their ranks, she hurled herself into
upper-crust domesticity full throttle. In the twenty years Stuart spent back in her hometown—in a series of
ever more magnificent houses in ever grander neighborhoods—she was
forced to connect with the cultural tradition of guilt and flawed parenting of a long legacy of local, literary
women from Emerson’s wife, to Hawthorne’s, to the most famous and imposing of them all, Louisa May
Alcott’s iconic, guilt-tripping Marmee.

When Stuart’s own mother dies, she realizes that there is no one left to approve or disapprove. And so, with
her suddenly grown children fleeing as she herself once did, Stuart leaves her hometown for the final time,
bidding good-bye to the cozy ideals invented for her by Louisa May Alcott so many years ago, which may or
may not ever have been based in reality.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated
the item for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance
to stand than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estate in a Small Town book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lynnette Cash:

This Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estate in a Small Town are usually reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real
Estate in a Small Town can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estate in a Small Town forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jose Holmes:

Typically the book Perfectly Miserable: Guilt, God and Real Estate in a Small Town has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Patricia Carter:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Perfectly Miserable:
Guilt, God and Real Estate in a Small Town which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.
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