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Though a familiar name, little was known about the English mystic Margery Kempe (c. 1373-c. 1440) for
hundreds of years except that she had an association with the great Julian of Norwich. This all changed in
1934 with the discovery of The Book of Margery Kempe in a library where it had lain hidden for four
hundred years. Finding Margery's own story was important not just because of the light it shed on her life,
but it also turned out to be the first known autobiography in the English language. Even more intriguing to
the experts of the day, this unique document was written by a woman.

But if anyone had expected to find her anything like her cloistered contemporary, Julian, they were in for
something of a surprise. Far from being a typical holy woman, Margery Kempe was married and mother of
fourteen children. Moreover, she had been a woman of substance, even running a large brewery for a time.
After turning to religion, she traveled thousands of miles around the known world on pilgrimages to distant
lands.

Beyond the circumstances of her life, what's most compelling about the text is the inner Margery that
emerges. Her account of spiritual awakening, far from being a blissful episode is instead full of conflict and
recrimination. What good was this new way of life if it caused her such trouble? Was this really the only way
to lead a holy life? Margery remained unsure of the answers. But her patience in her struggle is a wonder to
behold, and an example for us today.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Lugo:

This The Book of Margery Kempe usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The reason why of this The Book of Margery Kempe can be one of many great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that perhaps
will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Book of Margery Kempe giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Cameron Rodriquez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be
option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Book of Margery Kempe can be fine
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Lauren Allison:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Book of Margery Kempe can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Pablo McNamara:

You can obtain this The Book of Margery Kempe by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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