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At the end of the sixteenth century and the turn of the first Islamic millennium, the powerful Mughal
emperor Akbar declared himself the most sacred being on earth. The holiest of all saints and above the
distinctions of religion, he styled himself as the messiah reborn. Yet the Mughal emperor was not alone in
doing so. In this field-changing study, A. Azfar Moin explores why Muslim sovereigns in this period began
to imitate the exalted nature of Sufi saints. Uncovering a startling yet widespread phenomenon, he shows
how the charismatic pull of sainthood (wilayat)—rather than the draw of religious law (sharia) or holy war
(jihad)—inspired a new style of sovereignty in Islam.

A work of history richly informed by the anthropology of religion and art, The Millennial Sovereign traces
how royal dynastic cults and shrine-centered Sufism came together in the imperial cultures of Timurid
Central Asia, Safavid Iran, and Mughal India. By juxtaposing imperial chronicles, paintings, and architecture
with theories of sainthood, apocalyptic treatises, and manuals on astrology and magic, Moin uncovers a
pattern of Islamic politics shaped by Sufi and millennial motifs. He shows how alchemical symbols and
astrological rituals enveloped the body of the monarch, casting him as both spiritual guide and material lord.
Ultimately, Moin offers a striking new perspective on the history of Islam and the religious and political
developments linking South Asia and Iran in early-modern times.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred
Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the Disciplines)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Daryl Biddle:

The book The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the
Disciplines) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and
Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the Disciplines) being your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like available and read a reserve The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood
in Islam (South Asia Across the Disciplines). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Evelyn White:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Millennial Sovereign:
Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the Disciplines) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Mitchell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the
Disciplines).
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