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In May 1996 physicist Alan Sokal published an essay in the fashionable academic journal Social Text. The
essay quoted hip theorists like Jacques Lacan, Donna Haraway, and Gilles Deleuze. The prose was thick with
the jargon of poststructuralism. And the point the essay tried to make was counterintuitive: gravity, Sokal
argued, was a fiction that society had agreed upon, and science needed to be liberated from its ideological
blinders.

When Sokal revealed in the pages of Lingua Franca that he had written the article as a parody, the story hit
the front page of the New York Times. It set off a national debate still raging today: Are scholars in the
humanities trapped in a jargon-ridden Wonderland? Are scientists deluded in thinking their work is
objective? Are literature professors suffering from science envy? Was Sokal's joke funny? Was the
Enlightenment such a bad thing after all? And isn't it a little bit true that the meaning of gravity is contingent
upon your cultural perspective?

Collected here for the first time are Sokal's original essay on "quantum gravity," his essay revealing the hoax,
the newspaper articles that broke the story, and the angry op-eds, letters, and e-mail exchanges sparked by
the hoax from intellectuals across the country, including Stanley Fish, George F. Will, Michael Bérubé, and
Katha Pollitt. Also included are extended essays in which a wide range of scholars ponder the long-term
lessons of the hoax.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

The book The Sokal Hoax: The Sham That Shook the Academy make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Sokal
Hoax: The Sham That Shook the Academy being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open and read a e-book The Sokal Hoax: The Sham That Shook the Academy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Susan Jun:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Sokal Hoax: The
Sham That Shook the Academy book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Cristen Washington:

The reserve with title The Sokal Hoax: The Sham That Shook the Academy has lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Jeff Jones:

The Sokal Hoax: The Sham That Shook the Academy can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Sokal Hoax: The
Sham That Shook the Academy but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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