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Insults are part of the fabric of daily life. But why do we insult each other? Why do insults cause us such
pain? Can we do anything to prevent or lessen this pain? Most importantly, how can we overcome our
inclination to insult others?

In A Slap in the Face, William Irvine undertakes a wide-ranging investigation of insults, their history, the
role they play in social relationships, and the science behind them. He examines not just memorable zingers,
such as Elizabeth Bowen's description of Aldous Huxley as "The stupid person's idea of a clever person," but
subtle insults as well, such as when someone insults us by reporting the insulting things others have said
about us: "I never read bad reviews about myself," wrote entertainer Oscar Levant, "because my best friends
invariably tell me about them." Irvine also considers the role insults play in our society: they can be used to
cement relations, as when a woman playfully teases her husband, or to enforce a social hierarchy, as when a
boss publicly berates an employee. He goes on to investigate the many ways society has tried to deal with
insults-by adopting codes of politeness, for example, and outlawing hate speech-but concludes that the best
way to deal with insults is to immunize ourselves against them: We need to transform ourselves in the
manner recommended by Stoic philosophers. We should, more precisely, become insult pacifists, trying hard
not to insult others and laughing off their attempts to insult us.

A rousing follow-up to A Guide to the Good Life, A Slap in the Face will interest anyone who's ever
delivered an insult or felt the sting of one--in other words, everyone.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

A Slap in the Face: Why Insults Hurt--And Why They Shouldn't can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A Slap in the Face: Why
Insults Hurt--And Why They Shouldn't nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Patricia Beall:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Slap in the Face: Why Insults Hurt--
And Why They Shouldn't book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation A Slap in the
Face: Why Insults Hurt--And Why They Shouldn't as good book not merely by the cover but also through
the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Scott Duran:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find reserve that need more time to be read. A Slap in the Face: Why Insults Hurt--And Why They
Shouldn't can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Isaac Lewis:

The book untitled A Slap in the Face: Why Insults Hurt--And Why They Shouldn't contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published
by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice examine.
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