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In the first half of the twentieth century, Americans' intense concern with sex crimes against children led to a
wave of public discussion, legislative action, and criminal prosecution. Stephen Robertson provides the first
large-scale, long-term study of how American criminal courts dealt with the prosecution of sexual violence
against children.

Robertson describes how the nineteenth-century approach to childhood as a single phase of innocence began
to shift at the end of the century to include several stages of childhood development, prompting reformers to
create legal categories such as statutory rape and carnal abuse to protect children. However, while ordinary
New Yorkers' involvement in the prosecution of those offenses reshaped their understandings of who was a
child and produced a new concern to establish the age of their sexual partners, their beliefs in childhood
innocence and in a concept of sexuality centered on sexual intercourse remained unchanged. As a result,
families' use of the law and jurors' decisions ultimately diminished the protection the new laws offered to
children. Robertson's study, based on the previously unexamined files of the New York County district
attorney's office, reveals the importance of child sexuality and sex crimes in twentieth-century American
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

The knowledge that you get from Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York
City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide
into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960
(Studies in Legal History) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind
of Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in
Legal History) instantly.

Michelle Jennings:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal
Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) as the daily resource information.

Jo Lee:

The book untitled Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-
1960 (Studies in Legal History) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy
to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Grady Comer:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know



that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960
(Studies in Legal History) can make you sense more interested to read.
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