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Our national anthem celebratesit. Patriots wave it. Politicians of all kinds try to wrap themselvesinit. Itis
saluted at baseball games, in parades, and on the most solemn of commemorative occasions. It was salvaged
in the first hours following the dreadful events of September 11, and it stands outstretched just above the
surface of the moon.

Itis, of course, the American flag, and there are few symbols as potent. With all the reverence and sacrifice
and emotion it inspires, it is easy to lose sight of the fact that it is ultimately just a symbol. Why isit so
powerful? Why does a piece of cloth resonate so loudly for so many? Why aflag, and why this flag, these
stripes, those stars?

In For Which It Sands, histimely, comprehensive, and engaging "biography" of the American flag, Michael
Corcoran examines those questions and more as he explores the evolution of our most cherished emblem,
from the days preceding the Revol ution through the nationwide resurgence of patriotism in the aftermath of
September 11. Corcoran traces the entire life of the colors, holding forth on a number of engrossing topics,
including:

» Thefluid design of the flag, the subject of much contentious debate on the part of the founding fathers, and
until fairly recently, not officially codified.

* The various alternative flags ingrained in the national consciousness, among them the defiant, rattlesnake-
adorned "Don't Tread on Me" banner and the "Stars and Bars' of the Confederacy.

* Therole of the colorsin war, from how to start afight with England (raising a flag declaring indepen-
dence, high enough for the British Army in Boston to see it, ought to do the trick) to the question of whether
to remove from the banner the stars emblematic of the states that seceded during the Civil War, to the giddy
ubiquity of the flag following World War 1.

Corcoran addresses all these matters and more (including the particularly vexing questions raised by flag
burning: Isit such an affront that it warrants a constitutional amendment outlawing that method of protest, or
isit perhaps the single most potent expression of our right to free speech, and therefore profoundly
American?) as he delves into the wind-tangled history of "Old Glory," an entertaining jumble of much-loved
myth and obscure facts. Thoughtful, droll, and fast-paced, For Which It Sands definitively tells the story of
America's most recognizable icon, from Bunker Hill to Iwo Jimato Tranquillity Base -- and beyond.
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From reader reviews:
David Boggs:

This book untitled For Which It Stands: An Anecdotal Biography of the American Flag to be one of severa
books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve
from your list.

Linda Sandoval:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especidly fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
For Which It Stands: An Anecdotal Biography of the American Flag, you could tells your family, friendsin
addition to soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading areserve.

Tanya Caggiano:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This For Which It Stands: An Anecdotal
Biography of the American Flag can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Norbert Walling:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of booksin
thetop list in your reading list is For Which It Stands: An Anecdotal Biography of the American Flag. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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