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The workings of Western intelligence in our day--whether in politics or the arts, in the humanities or the
church--are as troubling as they are mysterious, leading to the questions: Where are we going? What in the
world were we thinking? By exploring the history of four "cultures" so deeply embedded in Western history
that we rarely see their instrumental role in politics, religion, education, and the arts, this timely book
provides a broad framework for addressing these questions in a fresh way.

The cultures considered here originated in the ancient world, took on Christian forms, and manifest
themselves today in more secular ways. These are, as John W. O'Malley identifies them: the prophetic
culture that proclaims the need for radical change in the structures of society (represented by, for example,
Jeremiah, Martin Luther, and Martin Luther King, Jr.); the academic culture that seeks instead to understand
those structures (Aristotle, Aquinas, the modern university); the humanistic culture that addresses
fundamental human issues and works for the common good of society (Cicero, Erasmus, and Eleanor
Roosevelt); and the culture of art and performance that celebrates the mystery of the human condition
(Phidias, Michelangelo, Balanchine).

By showing how these cultures, as modes of activity and discourse in which Western intelligence has
manifested itself through the centuries and continues to do so, O'Malley produces an essay that especially
through the history of Christianity brilliantly illuminates the larger history of the West.
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From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Four Cultures of the West.

Thomas Schulz:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Four Cultures of the West as your daily resource
information.

Daniel Campbell:

The book with title Four Cultures of the West posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Christopher Walker:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Four Cultures of the West to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Four
Cultures of the West can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of the time.
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