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Can American cities respond effectively to pressing social problems? Or, as many scholars have claimed, are
urban politics so mired in stasis, gridlock and bureaucratic paralysis that dramatic policy change is
impossible? Homelessness in New York City tells the remarkable story of how America’s largest city has
struggled for more than thirty years to meet the crisis of modern homelessness through the landmark
development, since the initiation of the Callahan v Carey litigation in 1979, of a municipal shelter system
based on a court-enforced right to shelter.
 
New York City now shelters more than 50,000 otherwise homeless people at an annual cost of more than $1
billion in the largest and most complex shelter system in the world. Establishing the right to shelter was a
dramatic break with long established practice. Developing and managing the shelter system required the city
to repeatedly overcome daunting challenges, from dealing with mentally ill street dwellers to confronting
community opposition to shelter placement. In the course of these efforts many classic dilemmas in social
policy and public administration arose. Does adequate provision for the poor create perverse incentives? Can
courts manage recalcitrant bureaucracies? Is poverty rooted in economic structures or personal behavior?
The tale of how five mayors—Koch, Dinkins, Giuliani, Bloomberg and de Blasio—have wrestled with these
problems is one of caution and hope: the task is difficult and success is never unqualified, but positive
change is possible. Homelessness in New York City tells the remarkable story of what happened—for good
and sometimes less good—when New York established the right to shelter.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Frigo:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking from Koch to de
Blasio book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer associated with Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking from Koch to de Blasio content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Homelessness in New York City:
Policymaking from Koch to de Blasio is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Mark Miller:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Homelessness in
New York City: Policymaking from Koch to de Blasio suitable to you? Often the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking from
Koch to de Blasiois one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Linda Bryant:

The actual book Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking from Koch to de Blasio has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Margarita Culbertson:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Homelessness in New York City: Policymaking
from Koch to de Blasio can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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