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Only 50 percent of kids growing up in poverty will earn a high school diploma. Just one in ten will graduate
college. Compelled by these troubling statistics, Heather Kirn Lanier joined Teach For America (TFA), a
program that thrusts eager but inexperienced college graduates into America’s most impoverished areas to
teach, asking them to do whatever is necessary to catch their disadvantaged kids up to the rest of the nation.

With little more than a five-week teacher boot camp and the knowledge that David Simon referred to her
future school as “The Terrordome,” the altruistic and naïve Lanier devoted herself to attaining the program’s
goals but met obstacles on all fronts. The building itself was in such poor condition that tiles fell from the
ceiling at random. Kids from the halls barged into classes all day, disrupting even the most carefully planned
educational activities. In the middle of one lesson, a wandering student lit her classroom door on fire. Some
colleagues, instantly suspicious of TFA’s intentions, withheld their help and supplies. (“They think you’re
trying to ‘save’ the children,” one teacher said.) And although high school students can be by definition
resistant, in west Baltimore they threw eggs, slashed tires, and threatened teachers’ lives. Within weeks,
Lanier realized that the task she was charged with—achieving quantifiable gains in her students’
learning—would require something close to a miracle.

Superbly written and timely, Teaching in the Terrordome casts an unflinching gaze on one of America’s
“dropout factory” high schools. Though Teach For America often touts its most successful teacher stories, in
this powerful memoir Lanier illuminates a more common experience of “Teaching For America” with
thoughtful complexity, a poet’s eye, and an engaging voice. As hard as Lanier worked to become a
competent teacher, she found that in “The Terrordome,” idealism wasn’t enough. To persevere, she had to
rely on grit, humility, a little comedy, and a willingness to look failure in the face. As she adjusted to a
chaotic school administration, crumbling facilities, burned-out colleagues, and students who perceived their
school for the failure it was, she gained perspective on the true state of the crisis TFA sets out to solve.
Ultimately, she discovered that contrary to her intentions, survival in the so-called Charm City was a high
expectation.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Stclair:

This Teaching in the Terrordome: Two Years in West Baltimore with Teach for America are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Teaching in
the Terrordome: Two Years in West Baltimore with Teach for America can be on the list of great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information
that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Teaching in the
Terrordome: Two Years in West Baltimore with Teach for America forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Anna Williams:

Teaching in the Terrordome: Two Years in West Baltimore with Teach for America can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing
Teaching in the Terrordome: Two Years in West Baltimore with Teach for America nevertheless doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

Ross Fletcher:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Teaching in the Terrordome: Two Years in West Baltimore with Teach for
America can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Clarence Kissel:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Teaching in the Terrordome: Two Years in West Baltimore with Teach for America when
you essential it?
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