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The Drunkard by William Henry Smith was first staged at the Boston Museum in 1844 and shown 144 times
within one year. Being a mass media, the theater reached a large audience and the drama was a great success.
At the time the drama was staged, the temperance movement was at the peak of its popularity and success.
Today the Boston Museum is regarded as the birthplace of American temperance drama. In 1850, when the
play had already achieved national recognition, B. T. Barnum staged The Drunkard at the famous American
Museum on lower Broadway. On October 7th 1850 the audience was able to watch the 100th consecutive
performance of the play. “Barnum’s production of The Drunkard heralded the entry of temperance narratives
into mainstream theatre and immediately became the standard against which all other temperance dramas
were measured” (Frick 113).

In this paper I will first present a short historical survey of the temperance movement. At a time when
drinking alcohol was part of every day life and the negative consequences that resulted from alcohol abuse
were severe and obvious, the goal of the temperance movement was to achieve a social reform in the long
term. The aim was to put an end to moral decline, crime, poverty and diseases. Alcohol addicts should be
persuaded to stop drinking and supported in their effort. They should sign the pledge and abstain from
alcohol.

The melodrama The Drunkard or The Fallen Saved is an excellent example of the way the theater was used
as a means to present the social, moral and personal consequences of intemperance to the audience. The main
focus of this paper will be on the criticism of alcohol abuse in The Drunkard. By close reading I will analyze
how Edward Middleton’s and his family’s life changes due to the fact that Edward starts drinking too much
alcohol and becomes an addict. But, as the title suggests, the drama also shows that alcohol addicts can be
saved and rebuild their lives if they are strong enough and stop drinking. Thus, The Drunkard is a perfect
example of the theatricalization of temperance propaganda. The theater was the ideal means to communicate
the temperance message of abstinence, and the audience was entertained and received a moral lesson at the
same time. The Drunkard was “by far the most prominent and influential […], a play destined to become one
of the most popular and best-known temperance dramas of all time” (Frick 113).
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hunter:

Here thing why this specific The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance Movement are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance
Movement giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no publication that similar with The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance Movement. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published
book maybe the form of The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance Movement in e-book can be your
alternate.

Teresa Laureano:

The guide with title The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance Movement has lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Kathleen Knight:

Precisely why? Because this The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance Movement is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Patricia Morales:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance Movement your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get prior to. The The Drunkard as a Drama of the Temperance Movement giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life
with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be



pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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