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The Indian Ocean remains the least studied of the world's geographic regions. Yet there have been major
cultural exchanges across its waters and around its shores from the third millennium B.C.E. to the present
day. Historian Edward A. Alpers explores the complex issues involved in cultural exchange in the Indian
Ocean Rim region over the course of this long period of time by combining a historical approach with the
insights of anthropology, art history, ethnomusicology, and geography.

The Indian Ocean witnessed several significant diasporas during the past two millennia, including migrations
of traders, indentured laborers, civil servants, sailors, and slaves throughout the entire basin. Persians and
Arabs from the Gulf came to eastern Africa and Madagascar as traders and settlers, while Hadramis
dispersed from south Yemen as traders and Muslim teachers to the Comoro Islands, Zanzibar, South India,
and Indonesia. Southeast Asians migrated to Madagascar, and Chinese dispersed from Southeast Asia to the
Mascarene Islands to South Africa.

Alpers also explores the cultural exchanges that diasporas cause, telling stories of identity and cultural
transformation through language, popular religion, music, dance, art and architecture, and social
organization. For example, architectural and decorative styles in eastern Africa, the Red Sea, the Hadramaut,
the Persian Gulf, and western India reflect cultural interchanges in multiple directions. Similarly, the popular
musical form of taarab in Zanzibar and coastal East Africa incorporates elements of Arab, Indian, and
African musical traditions, while the characteristic frame drum (ravanne) of s?ga, the widespread Afro-
Creole dance of the Mascarene and Seychelles Islands, probably owes its ultimate origins to Arabia by way
of Mozambique.

The Indian Ocean in World History also discusses issues of trade and production that show the long history
of exchange throughout the Indian Ocean world; politics and empire-building by both regional and European
powers; and the role of religion and religious conversion, focusing mainly on Islam, but also mentioning
Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity. Using a broad geographic perspective, the book includes references to
connections between the Indian Ocean world and the Americas. Moving into the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries, Alpers looks at issues including the new configuration of colonial territorial boundaries after
World War I, and the search for oil reserves.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Adams:

The book The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Indian
Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History)? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World
History) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Indian
Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History).

Dennis Lewis:

You can get this The Indian Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

William Ward:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Indian Ocean in World History (New
Oxford World History) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Indian
Ocean in World History (New Oxford World History) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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