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The informal sector in West Africa has some distinctive characteristics. Informality usually connotes small
and unorganized producers operating on the fringes of the formal economy. In West African countries,
however, the normal situation is to some extent reversed: a dynamic informal sector dominates the stagnant
formal economy. Moreover, in these countries, small operators coexist with very large and politically well-
connected informal enterprises and well-organized networks. Notwithstanding its importance, there have
been relatively few systematic studies of this dual feature of the informal sector in West Africa, and
consequently too little is known about it. One of our hypotheses is that determinants and appropriate policy
responses are likely to differ between “large” and “small” informal operations.This volume focuses on the
urban informal sector in three capital cities: Dakar (Senegal), Cotonou (Benin) and Ouagadougou (Burkina
Faso). These three countries have important differences and as a group, are quite representative of
francophone West Africa and to a lesser extent West Africa as a whole. The authors use a mix of quantitative
and qualitative approaches with data obtained from our new Bank surveys of 900 firms in the three cities,
interviews with knowledgeable stakeholders and participants, and all available secondary data. For the
surveys, the authors designed their sampling strategy to include three distinctive categories of firms: formal,
small informal, and large informal. In addition, they developed a comprehensive definition of informality to
reflect its complexity and heterogeneneity. The definition (Chapter 1) covers six components of informality,
whereas previous definitions are generally limited to a binary classification based on one or two indicators.
The results for West Africa corroborate many findings from earlier studies, particularly for small informal
firms. In addition, the authors break new ground by shedding light on the large informal sector and the
influence of institutional and socio-cultural factors in shaping the informal sector.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

The reason why? Because this The Informal Sector in Francophone Africa (Africa Development Forum) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Timothy Holeman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Informal Sector in Francophone Africa (Africa Development Forum) will give you new experience
in looking at a book.

Rudy Hendren:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Informal Sector in Francophone Africa
(Africa Development Forum) can make you experience more interested to read.

William Kavanaugh:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book The Informal Sector in Francophone Africa (Africa Development Forum) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose



the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The
Informal Sector in Francophone Africa (Africa Development Forum). You can more inviting than now.
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