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In Webster v. Reproductive Health Services, a critical abortion rights case, a bitterly divided Supreme Court
produced no less than six different opinions. Writing for the plurality, Chief Justice Rehnquist attacked the
trimester framework established in Roe v. Wade because it was "not found in the text of the Constitution or
in any place else one would expect to find a constitutional principle." This approach, writes legal authority
Joseph Goldstein, confuses constitutional principles (in this case, the right to privacy) with the means to
protect them (here, the trimester system). As a result, the Court left the public bewildered about the
constitutional scope of a woman's right to reproductive choice--failing in its duty to speak clearly to the
American public about the Constitution.
In The Intelligible Constitution, Goldstein makes a compelling argument that, in a democracy based upon
informed consent, the Supreme Court has an obligation to communicate clearly and candidly to We the
People when it interprets the Constitution. After a fascinating discussion of the language of the Constitution
and Supreme Court opinions (including the analysis of Webster), he presents a series of opinion studies in
important cases, focusing not on ideology but on the Justices' clarity of thought and expression. Using the
two Brown v. Board of Education cases, Cooper v. Aaron, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke,
and others as his examples, Goldstein demonstrates the pitfalls to which the Court has succumbed in the past:
Writing deliberately ambiguous decisions to win the votes of colleagues, challenging each others' opinions in
private but not in public, and not speaking honestly when the writer knows a concurring Justice
misunderstands the opinion which he or she is supporting. Even some landmark decisions, he writes, have
featured seriously flawed opinions--preventing We the People from understanding why the Justices reasoned
as they did, and why they disagreed with each other. He goes on to suggest five "canons of
comprehensibility" for Supreme Court opinions, to ensure that the Justices explain themselves clearly,
honestly, and unambiguously, so that all the various opinions in each case would constitute a comprehensible
message about their accord and discord in interpreting the Constitution.
Both a fascinating look at how the Court shapes its opinions and a clarion call to action, this book provides
an important addition to our understanding of how to maintain the Constitution as a living document, by and
for the People, in its third century.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Haney:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to
Maintain the Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand.

Julie Boyle:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's
Obligation to Maintain the Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The
Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain the Constitution as Something We the
People Can Understand. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Jeremy Gable:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's
Obligation to Maintain the Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand, you are able to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lisa Westra:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list will be The Intelligible Constitution: The Supreme Court's Obligation to Maintain
the Constitution as Something We the People Can Understand. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide



you can get many advantages.
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