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Can God create a stone too heavy for him to lift? Can time have a beginning? Which came first, the chicken
or the egg? Riddles, paradoxes, conundrums--for millennia the human mind has found such knotty logical
problems both perplexing and irresistible. Now Roy Sorensen offers the first narrative history of paradoxes, a
fascinating and eye-opening account that extends from the ancient Greeks, through the Middle Ages, the
Enlightenment, and into the twentieth century. When Augustine asked what God was doing before He made
the world, he was told: Preparing hell for people who ask questions like that. A Brief History of the Paradox
takes a close look at questions like that and the philosophers who have asked them, beginning with the folk
riddles that inspired Anaximander to erect the first metaphysical system and ending with such thinkers as
Lewis Carroll, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and W.V. Quine. Organized chronologically, the book is divided into
twenty-four chapters, each of which pairs a philosopher with a major paradox, allowing for extended
consideration and putting a human face on the strategies that have been taken toward these puzzles. Readers
get to follow the minds of Zeno, Socrates, Aquinas, Ockham, Pascal, Kant, Hegel, and many other major
philosophers deep inside the tangles of paradox, looking for, and sometimes finding, a way out. Filled with
illuminating anecdotes and vividly written, A Brief History of the Paradox will appeal to anyone who finds
trying to answer unanswerable questions a paradoxically pleasant endeavor.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled A
Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Gerard Williams:

This A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of
the Mind without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind can
bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even cell phone. This A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the
Mind having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Christina Pena:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is usually A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the
Mind.

Rosalind Bowlin:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving A Brief History of the
Paradox: Philosophy and the Labyrinths of the Mind that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who



want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick A Brief History of the Paradox: Philosophy and the
Labyrinths of the Mind become your starter.
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