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Praise for David R. Slavitt

"Slavitt's touch is light, and he writes beautifully.... His satire is sharp, and he can be wildly funny." -- New
York Times Book Review

"One of America's most lucid and classical poets.... Slavitt's attitude is, as one would expect of a Hebrew as
well as Greco-Latin classicist, sharply questioning as well as tragic. He is a poet one reads to know more." --
Booklist

"Slavitt is both smart and wise; he's as well known for his translations of the writers of antiquity as he is for
his original work, both poetry and prose.... With a rich sense of humor, a bit of attitude, and a fascination
with details, even minutiae, Slavitt tries his hand at new and curious measures and forms as well as
seemingly free-range meditations -- or, one might say, meanderings." -- Library Journal

The bravura of David R. Slavitt's first book of poems, published more than fifty years ago, continues to
reverberate through his newest collection in a voice matured and roughened by age.

Civil Wars conjures the mutterings of old men: meditations -- despondent yet playfully witty and bold -- on
the meaning of life and death, the reasoning for human action or inaction, and misremembered memories.
Nothing proves too lofty or too trifling for the poet's scrutiny. Slavitt's attention roves from the carnage
inflicted by the Achaeans at Troy, to the performances of Borrah Minevich and the Harmonica Rascals, from
meditations on Spinoza to the baseball of the New York Yankees. He considers with deliberation all of these
subjects and deems them necessary to help create a spiritual connection in our lives. Slavitt encourages
contemplation of the world and writing rather than acceptance of the thoughts of the critic, who "comes,
austere, a man of authority, / and offers to help" but only dilutes the power of a poem. In this collection,
Slavitt also includes translations of Greek, Hebrew, Provençal, French, and Old English poems, including a
little-known piece by the mathematician Pierre de Fermat and the Old English epic poem "The Battle of
Maldon."
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From reader reviews:

Duncan Houghton:

The book Civil Wars: Poems can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
then must we leave the best thing like a book Civil Wars: Poems? A number of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Civil Wars: Poems has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Olive Griffin:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their
book. One of them is this Civil Wars: Poems.

Lena Robertson:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Civil Wars: Poems is simple to create
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Christopher Dixon:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Civil Wars: Poems was filled regarding science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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