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Few of us spend much time thinking about courage, but we know it when we see it--or do we? Is it best
displayed by marching into danger, making the charge, or by resisting, enduring without complaint? Is it
physical or moral, or both? Is it fearless, or does it involve subduing fear? Abner Small, a Civil War soldier,
was puzzled by what he called the "mystery of bravery"; to him, courage and cowardice seemed strangely
divorced from character and will. It is this mystery, just as puzzling in our day, that William Ian Miller
unravels in this engrossing meditation.

Miller culls sources as varied as soldiers' memoirs, heroic and romantic literature, and philosophical
discussions to get to the heart of courage--and to expose its role in generating the central anxieties of
masculinity and manhood. He probes the link between courage and fear, and explores the connection
between bravery and seemingly related states: rashness, stubbornness, madness, cruelty, fury; pride and fear
of disgrace; and the authority and experience that minimize fear. By turns witty and moving, inquisitive and
critical, his inquiry takes us from ancient Greece to medieval Europe, to the American Civil War, to the
Great War and Vietnam, with sidetrips to the schoolyard, the bedroom, and the restaurant. Whether
consulting Aristotle or private soldiers, Miller elicits consistently compelling insights into a condition as
endlessly interesting as it is elusive.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Mystery of Courage, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Linda Gabriel:

The reason why? Because this The Mystery of Courage is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Irvin Ehlers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Mystery of Courage why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Thomas Hill:

You can find this The Mystery of Courage by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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