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Listening skills, and the perspective gained through careful listening, are more important in congregations
than ever. Many factors make attentive listening a significant contributor to healthy congregations. Aswe
enter into a post-Christendom culture, the people coming into congregations, as well as the people in the
wider community, are less likely to be operating from a shared set of assumptions. With world-wide
migration reshaping our communities and congregations, diverse perspectives coming from varied cultural
backgrounds are also more common. The breakdown of many support structuresin society has created
profound pastoral care needs, making listening increasingly significant for both ministers and lay leaders.
Polarization over so many issues and the increasing emphasis on story-telling in the journey of faith are two
additional reasons why listening matters today. Careful and loving listening nurtures care, connection and
depth, which contribute to congregational life and health.

Listening to God is another aspect of listening which is gaining increased attention today. Many
congregational |eaders have become weary of church as a business and are looking for authentic experiences
of God' s guidance. Congregations are increasingly engaging in communal discernment. Many listening skills
used in human interactions are also building blocks for listening to God.
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From reader reviews:
Kenneth Sisk:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for you personally but the problems coming to apersonis
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Power of Listening: Building Skills for Mission
and Ministry is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Peter Gomez:

The particular book The Power of Listening: Building Skills for Mission and Ministry has alot of knowledge
onit. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after looking over this book.

George Williams;

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Power of Listening:
Building Skills for Mission and Ministry can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are
thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

CherieFidler:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you haveto dois
just spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of the booksin thetop list in
your reading list isusually The Power of Listening: Building Skills for Mission and Ministry. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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