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At the age of eighteen, Chad Rowan left his home in rural Hawai'i for Tokyo with visions of becoming a star
athlete in Japan's national sport, sumo. But upon his arrival he was shocked less by the city crowds and the
winter cold than by having to scrub toilets and answer to fifteen-year-olds who had preceded him at the sumo
beya. Rowan spoke no Japanese. Of Japanese culture, he knew only what little his father, a former tour bus
driver in Hawai'i, had been able to tell him as they drove to the airport. And he had never before set foot in a
sumo ring.

Five years later, against the backdrop of rising U.S.–Japan economic tension, Rowan became the first gaijin
(non-Japanese) to advance to sumo's top rank, yokozuna. His historic promotion was more a cultural
accomplishment than an athletic one, since yokozuna are expected to embody highly prized Japanese values
such as hard work, patience, strength, and hinkaku, a special kind of dignity thought to be available only to
Japanese. He was promoted ahead of his two main rivals, the brothers Koji and Masaru Hanada, who had
been raised in the sumo beya run by their father, the former sumo great Takanohana I. Perhaps the defining
moment of the gaijin's unique success occurred at the 1998 Nagano Olympics, when Rowan, chosen to
personify "Japanese" to one of the largest television audiences in history, performed a sacred sumo ritual at
the opening ceremony.

Gaijin Yokozuna chronicles the events leading to that improbable scene at Nagano and beyond, tracing
Rowan's life from his Hawai'i upbringing to his 2001 retirement ceremony. Along the way it briefly
examines the careers of two Hawai'i-born sumotori who paved the way for Rowan, Jesse Kuhaulua
(Takamiyama) and Salevaa Atisanoe (Konishiki). The author shares stories from family members, coaches,
friends, fellow sumo competitors, and of course Rowan himself, whom he accompanied on three Japan-wide
exhibition tours. The work is further informed by volumes of secondary source material on sumo, Japanese
culture, and local Hawai'i culture.
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From reader reviews:

John Valdez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad
Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of
Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship together with the book Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20
Book). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Victor Loy:

Here thing why this kind of Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A
Latitude 20 Book) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no guide that similar with Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book).
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Willie Alford:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Gaijin Yokozuna: A
Biography of Chad Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad Rowan
(A Latitude 20 Book) become your personal starter.

Brian Register:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is



very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Gaijin Yokozuna: A Biography of Chad
Rowan (A Latitude 20 Book).
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