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651 was the first Air Observation Post (AOP) Squadron, formed at Old Sarum on August 1 1941 to work
closely with army units in artillery spotting and liaison. It was still part of the RAF but all the pilots, drivers
and signalers were from the Royal Artillery, while the RAF supplied the Adjutant, Engineer Officer and
technicians. It is therefore the premier Army Air Corps squadron.

Its first aircraft were an assortment of Taylorcraft Plus Cs and Ds, three Piper Cubs and a Stinson Voyager.
Then later that year all 651’s aircraft were replaced by the version of the Plus D manufactured by Taylorcraft
in Britain and renamed the Auster I. These were deployed on active service in November 1942, to Algeria
and then Tunisia, as part of Operation Torch. Its main duties were the direction of artillery fire,
reconnaissance and light liaison. By May 1943 Tunisia was under Allied control and 651 moved to Sicily in
support of offensive operations by 8th Army in August. Now equipped with Auster IIIs and flying by night
and day, support was given to XIII Corps on the coast of the island, registering targets and directing counter-
battery fire, including that of Royal Naval warships.

On September 4, it became the first AOP unit to cross the Straits of Messina to participate in the invasion of
Italy, again with 8th Army. In May 1944, the Squadron flew in support of 2nd Polish Corps during the
capture of Monte Cassino, a major obstacle in the advance of Allied forces on Rome.

Throughout the remainder of the war the Auster IVs and Vs of 651 Squadron worked with almost every
division in Italy as they came in and out of the front line. Over the years that followed, 651 Squadron served
in Austria, Palestine on internal security duties (where a landing was made on the aircraft carrier HMS
Ocean in 1947), Eritrea protecting Italian civilians from Shifta bandits, Libya, Iraq during the Persian Oil
Dispute, Egypt patrolling the Canal Zone and Cyprus, where in August 1953 HQ and 1910 Flights were the
first AOP assets to deploy there. Further marks of Auster were introduced, AOP 6s, 9s and T.7s

In 2000 it was selected as the Attack Helicopter Fielding Squadron to bring the Westland Apache AH.1 into
service, in which role it served very successfully for the next three years at Middle Wallop.

Then in 2004 it was all change again with a move to RAF Odiham to operate the Defender AL.1 in the
ISTAR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition, and Reconnaissance) support role as part of the Joint
Special Forces Aviation Wing. Since that time it has been continuously engaged in operations.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will want this First in the Field: 651 Squadron Army Air Corps.

Theodore Stewart:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name First in the Field: 651
Squadron Army Air Corps suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
book untitled First in the Field: 651 Squadron Army Air Corpsis the main one of several books this everyone
read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jodie Jennings:

The publication with title First in the Field: 651 Squadron Army Air Corps includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Stacey Greene:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love First in the Field: 651 Squadron Army
Air Corps, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading
friends.
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