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Offers a new interpretation of the century-long relationship between the Western film genre and Native
American filmmaking.

In Native Recognition, Joanna Hearne persuasively argues for the central role of Indigenous image-making in
the history of American cinema. Across the twentieth and into the twenty-first centuries, Indigenous peoples
have been involved in cinema as performers, directors, writers, consultants, crews, and audiences, yet both
the specificity and range of this Native participation have often been obscured by the on-screen, larger-than-
life images of Indians in the Western. Not only have Indigenous images mattered to the Western, but
Westerns have also mattered to Indigenous filmmakers as they subvert mass culture images of supposedly
“vanishing” Indians, repurposing the commodity forms of Hollywood films to envision Native
intergenerational continuity. Through their interventions in forms of seeing and being seen in public culture,
Native filmmakers have effectively marshaled the power of visual media to take part in national discussions
of social justice and political sovereignty for North American Indigenous peoples.

Native Recognition brings together a wide range of little-known productions, from the silent films of James
Young Deer, to recovered prints of the 1928 Ramona and the 1972 House Made of Dawn, to the
experimental and feature films of Victor Masayesva and Chris Eyre. Using international archival research
and close visual analysis, Hearne expands our understanding of the complexity of Native presence in cinema
both on screen and through the circuits of film production and consumption.

“This will be a major work for ethnic studies professionals, and people wanting a better understanding of
how mass media impacts culture. Joanna Hearne does an excellent job weaving a tapestry across time, from
the early days of film, to more modern looks at film making.” — Portland Book Review

“The first section stands out because of its rich content and insightful analysis. Here, Hearne culls a laudably
wide range of archival materials from which she assembles an original work on the genesis of indigenous
representation in the earliest American films. The final section of the book is a brilliant juxtaposition to the
first, as the contemporary films present not a climax but rather a beginning of a new era that is still evolving.
Academics will appreciate the historical insights that place the films within their proper contexts. General
readers will be drawn in by the compelling nature of the work, which also includes a large number of movie
stills.” — CHOICE

“With countless black and white photography all spread throughout, Native Recognition is a vital addition to
any community or college library collection focusing on filmmaking or Native American issues, highly
recommended.” — Midwest Book Review

Joanna Hearne is Associate Professor of English and Film Studies at the University of Missouri. She is the
author of Smoke Signals: Native Cinema Rising.
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From reader reviews:

Bethany Hall:

Typically the book Native Recognition: Indigenous Cinema and the Western (SUNY series, Horizons of
Cinema) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Native
Recognition: Indigenous Cinema and the Western (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Julia Hale:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Native Recognition: Indigenous Cinema and the Western (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema).

Marisa Carney:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Native Recognition: Indigenous
Cinema and the Western (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) reserve written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
question Native Recognition: Indigenous Cinema and the Western (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) as
good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine
book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ernie Fleishman:

Beside this Native Recognition: Indigenous Cinema and the Western (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Native Recognition: Indigenous Cinema and the Western (SUNY
series, Horizons of Cinema) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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