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Leif Lewin examines more than two hundred studies of democracy in action from seventeen countries, to
address the question of whether Western politics is dominated by self-interest or public interest. - ;Is it self-
interest or public interest that dominates Western politics? This question has been debated in many fields,
and through the 1980s a consensus developed, supported by extensive research, that in their political
decisions and actions people are largely motivated by self-interest, not by common good.

In this book, combining in a novel way insights from different fields, including rational choice theory,
political philosophy, and electoral research, Leif Lewin examines more than two hundred studies of
democracy in action from seventeen countries. He looks at the behaviour and attitudes of voters, bureaucrats,
and politicians in turn, and challenges the accepted wisdom. In his wide-ranging review of the literature he
shows that people are in fact actuated by broader considerations than
their own short-sighted interests: that they act politically `in the shadow of the future'; that they find there are
overwhelming reasons to try to contribute to the long-term common good.

Professor Lewin shows, in short, that the plausible and prevalent theory that egoism rules simply don't match
the facts. - ;Self-interest and public interest; Does the voter vote according to his pocket-book?; Are
politicians vote-maximizers?; Are bureaucrats budget-maximizers?; Individual and collective rationality -
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From reader reviews:

John Tibbs:

This Self Interest and Public Interest in Western Politics (Comparative European Politics) book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Self Interest and Public Interest in Western Politics
(Comparative European Politics) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Self Interest and Public Interest in Western Politics
(Comparative European Politics) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Self Interest and Public
Interest in Western Politics (Comparative European Politics) having good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Arnulfo Walls:

The feeling that you get from Self Interest and Public Interest in Western Politics (Comparative European
Politics) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Self Interest and Public
Interest in Western Politics (Comparative European Politics) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Self Interest and Public Interest in
Western Politics (Comparative European Politics) instantly.

Pamela Acuna:

This book untitled Self Interest and Public Interest in Western Politics (Comparative European Politics) to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book
from your list.

Timothy Wrobel:

Self Interest and Public Interest in Western Politics (Comparative European Politics) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure



arrangement in writing Self Interest and Public Interest in Western Politics (Comparative European Politics)
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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