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Even before the romanticized golden era of Shanghai in the 1930s, the famed Asian city was remarkable for
its uniqueness and East-meets-West cosmopolitanism. Meng Yue analyzes a century-long shift of urbanity
from China’s heartland to its shore. During the period between the decline of Jiangnan cities such as Suzhou
and Yangzhou and Shanghai’s early twentieth-century rise, the overlapping cultural edges of a failing
Chinese royal order and the encroachment of Western imperialists converged. Simultaneously appropriating
and resisting imposing forces, Shanghai opened itself to unruly, subversive practices, becoming a crucible of
creativity and modernism. 

Calling into question conventional ways of conceptualizing modernity, colonialism, and intercultural
relations, Meng Yue examines such cultural practices as the work of the commercial press, street theater, and
literary arts, and shows that what appear to be minor cultural changes often signal the presence of larger
political and economic developments. Engaging theories of modernity and postcolonial and global cultural
studies, Meng Yue reveals the paradoxical interdependence between imperial and imperialist histories and
the retranslation of culture that characterized the most notable result of China’s urban relocation—the
emergence of the international city of Shanghai. 

Meng Yue is assistant professor of East Asian languages and literature at the University of California, Irvine.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ehlers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Shanghai and the Edges of Empires.

Logan Merritt:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Shanghai and the Edges of Empires as the daily
resource information.

Fred Scott:

This book untitled Shanghai and the Edges of Empires to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Rosalie Castillo:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Shanghai and the Edges of Empires we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Shanghai and the Edges of Empires. You can more
desirable than now.
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