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The epic clash of an Irish-American, Italian, and Onondaga-Canadian that jump-started the first
marathon mania and heralded the modern age in sports

The eyes of the world watched as three runners—dirt poor Johnny Hayes, who used to run barefoot through
the streets of New York City; candymaker Dorando Pietri; and the famed Tom Longboat—converged for an
epic battle at the 1908 London Olympics. The incredible finish was contested the world over when Pietri,
who initially ran the wrong way upon entering the stadium at Shepherd's Bush, finished first but was
disqualified for receiving aid from officials after collapsing just shy of the finish line, thus giving the title to
runner-up Hayes. In the midst of anti-American sentiment, Queen Alexandra awarded a special cup to Pietri,
who became an international celebrity and inspired one of Irving Berlin's first songs. In Showdown at
Shepherd's Bush, David Davis recalls a time when runners braved injurious roads with slips of leather for
shoes and when marathon mania became a worldwide obsession. Standing next to Cait Murphy's Crazy '08
as an invaluable look at a bygone sporting era, Showdown at Shepherd's Bush is a dramatic narrative aimed
at the recordsetting number of marathon participants in the United States (more than 500,000 in 2010!) and
other running enthusiasts, and timed nicely for the return of the Olympics to London in 2012.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908
Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze to read.

George Clark:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon
and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze can give you a lot of pals because by you
considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and
the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze.

Jimmy Hostetter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The
1908 Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze as well as others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes
Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a
Sporting Craze to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Tyler Cote:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that



on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and the Three
Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze can make you sense more interested to read.
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