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The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution tells the forgotten, untold
story of the origins of U.S. law. Before the Revolutionary War, a 26-year-old Italian thinker, Cesare
Beccaria, published On Crimes and Punishments, a runaway bestseller that shaped the Declaration of
Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and early American laws. America’s Founding Fathers, including early
U.S. Presidents, avidly read Beccaria’s book—a product of the Italian Enlightenment that argued against
tyranny and the death penalty. Beccaria’s book shaped American views on everything from free speech to
republicanism, to “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,” to gun ownership and the founders’
understanding of “cruel and unusual punishments,” the famous phrase in the U.S. Constitution’s Eighth
Amendment. In opposing torture and infamy, Beccaria inspired America’s founders to jettison England’s
Bloody Code, heavily reliant on executions and corporal punishments, and to adopt the penitentiary system.

The cast of characters in The Birth of American Law includes the usual suspects—George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and James Madison. But it also includes the now little-remembered Count
Luigi Castiglioni, a botanist from Milan who—decades before Alexis de Tocqueville’s Democracy in
America—toured all thirteen original American states before the 1787 Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia. Also figuring in this dramatic story of the American Revolution: Madison’s Princeton
classmate William Bradford, an early U.S. Attorney General and Beccaria devotee; John Dickinson, the
“Penman of the Revolution” who wrote of Beccaria’s “genius” and “masterly hand”; James Wilson and Dr.
Benjamin Rush, signers of the Declaration of Independence and fellow Beccaria admirers; and Philip
Mazzei, Jefferson’s Italian-American neighbor at Monticello and yet another Beccaria enthusiast. In
documenting Beccaria’s game-changing influence, The Birth of American Law sheds important new light on
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the creation of American law. 
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From reader reviews:

Amy Cason:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher
and the American Revolution (Legal History) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide The Birth of
American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) is not only giving you
far more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The Birth of American Law: An
Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History). You never sense lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Gustavo Cyr:

This The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) book
is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading
this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. That The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the
American Revolution (Legal History) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and
the American Revolution (Legal History) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Birth of
American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Patty Shield:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Birth of American Law: An Italian
Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation The Birth of American Law: An Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History)
as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kenneth Matson:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Birth of American Law: An



Italian Philosopher and the American Revolution (Legal History) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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