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Magic, always part of the occult underground in North America, has experienced a resurgence since the
1960s. Although most contemporary magical religions have come from abroad, they have found fertile
ground in which to develop in North America. Who are today's believers in Witchcraft and how do they
worship? Alternative spiritual paths have increased the ranks of followers dramatically, particularly among
well-educated middle-class individuals. Witchcraft and Magic conveys the richness of magical religious
experiences found in today's culture, covering the continent of North America and the Caribbean.

These original essays survey current and historical issues pertinent to religions that incorporate magical or
occult beliefs and practices, and they examine contemporary responses to these religions. The relationship
between Witchcraft and Neopaganism is explored, as is their intersection with established groups practicing
goddess worship. Recent years have seen the growth in New Age magic and Afro-Caribbean religions, and
these developments are also addressed in this volume.

All the religions covered offer adherents an alternative worldview and rituals that are aimed at helping
individuals redefine themselves and make their interactions with the environment more empowered. Many
modern occult religions share an absence of dogma or central authority to determine orthodoxy, and have
become a contemporary experience embracing modern concerns like feminism, environmentalism, civil
rights, and gay rights. Afro-Caribbean religions such as Santería, Palo, and Curanderismo, which do have a
more developed dogma and authority structure, offer their followers a religion steeped in African and
Hispanic traditions. Responses to the growth of magical religions have varied, from acceptance to an
unfounded concern about the growth of a satanic underground. And, as magical religions have flourished,
increased interest has resulted in a growing commercialization, with its threat of trivialization.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary North
America. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Susan Hare:

Often the book Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary North America will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary North
America is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Esparza:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary
North America can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Connie Curtis:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Witchcraft and Magic:
Contemporary North America to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide Witchcraft and Magic: Contemporary North America can
to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this
time.
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