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A vital, illuminating collection of the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner’s elegant,
passionately engaged nonfiction
 
My Generation is the definitive gathering of William Styron’s nonfiction, exposing the core of this greatly
gifted, highly convivial, and profoundly serious artist from his literary emergence in the 1950s to his death in
2006.
 
Here are fifty years of Styron’s essays, memoirs, reviews, op-eds, articles, eulogies, and speeches, reflecting
the same brilliant style and informed thinking that he brought to his towering fiction and to a deeply
committed public life. Including many newly collected and never-before-published items, this compendium
ranges from the original mission statement of The Paris Review, which Styron helped found in 1953, to a
2001 tribute to his friend Philip Roth—creating an essential overview of arts and letters during the
post–World War II years.
 
In these pages, Styron writes vividly of childhood days in Tidewater Virginia spent going to movies, not
reading books. (“It does not mean the death of literacy or creativity if one is drenched in popular culture at an
early age.”) He recalls being among the group of soldiers who would have been sent to invade Japan and
were saved by Truman’s decision to drop the atomic bomb, which Styron feels was the right choice, “even
though its absolute rightness can never be proved.” And he writes as few others have about midlife battles
with clinical depression, “a pain that is all but indescribable, and therefore to everyone but the sufferer
almost meaningless.”
 
Here, too, are Styron’s personal encounters with world leaders, fellow authors, and friends, each of whom
comes memorably to life. Styron recalls sharing contraband Cuban cigars with JFK (“a naughty memento, a
conversation piece with a touch of scandal”), getting lost in the snow with Robert Penn Warren, and party-
hopping with the young James Jones (an experience he likens to “keeping company with a Roman
emperor”). The beginnings of his masterpieces The Confessions of Nat Turner and Sophie’s Choice are
chronicled here, along with the controversy that greeted the former upon its 1967 publication. Throughout,
Styron celebrates the men and women of his generation, whose lives were forged in the crucible of World
War II.
 
Whether he’s recounting a walk with his dog, musing on the Modern Library’s list of the hundred best
English-language novels of the twentieth century, or contemplating America’s fraught racial legacy from his
point of view as the grandson of a woman who owned slaves, William Styron writes always in urgent, finely
calibrated prose. These fascinating pieces bring readers closer to this great writer and the world he observed,
interacted with, and changed.

Praise for My Generation
 
“William Styron’s My Generation: Collected Nonfiction is both unsurpassably charming and unflinchingly
honest, whether recounting the fallout from The Confessions of Nat Turner or reminiscing about the slave-
owning grandmother who warned him never to forget he was a Southerner.”—Vogue
 



“At its most accomplished, Styron’s non-fiction mixes a conscientious, richly traditional prose style with a
strong current of fellow feeling, a certain awe at the human condition, which is what gives power to his best
fiction. . . . Styron stood tall in his generation, and the best of him will stand up over time.”—USA Today
 
“A must for every Styron fan’s library.”—BBC

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Crowe:

The ability that you get from My Generation: Collected Nonfiction is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but My Generation: Collected Nonfiction giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this specific My Generation: Collected Nonfiction instantly.

Bernice Martinez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be My Generation: Collected Nonfiction why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Luther Keller:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books
in the top list in your reading list is actually My Generation: Collected Nonfiction. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Gerard Norman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book My Generation: Collected Nonfiction was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book My Generation: Collected
Nonfiction has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading which.
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