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This book argues that the apparent evasion of history in Vladimir Nabokov’s fiction conceals a profound
engagement with social, and therefore political, temporalities. While Nabokov scholarship has long assumed
the same position as Nabokov himself — that his works exist in a state of historical exceptionalism — this
study restores the content, context, and commentary to Nabokovian time by reading his American work
alongside the violent upheavals of twentieth-century ideological conflicts in Europe and the United States.
This approach explores how the author’s characteristic temporal manipulations and distortions function as a
defensive dialectic against history, an attempt to salvage fiction for autonomous aesthetics. Tracing
Nabokov’s understanding of the relationship between history and aesthetics from nineteenth-century Russia
through European modernism to the postwar American academy, the book offers detailed contextualized
readings of Nabokov’s major writings, exploring the tensions, fissures, and failures in Nabokov’s attempts to
assert aesthetic control over historical time. In reading his response to the rise of totalitarianism, the
Holocaust, and Cold War, Norman redresses the commonly-expressed admiration for Nabokov’s heroic
resistance to history by suggesting the ethical, aesthetic, and political costs of reading and writing in its
denial. This book offers a rethinking of Nabokov’s location in literary history, the ideological impulses
which inform his fiction, and the importance of temporal aesthetics in negotiating the matrices of
modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

The ability that you get from Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational
Perspectives on American Literature) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but
Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Nabokov, History
and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) instantly.

Paul Skeens:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Nabokov, History and the
Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature)
become your current starter.

Olivia Cook:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational
Perspectives on American Literature) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Donald Ventura:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge Transnational



Perspectives on American Literature) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Nabokov, History and the Texture of Time (Routledge
Transnational Perspectives on American Literature). You can more appealing than now.
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