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Reaching as far back as ancient times, Ronojoy Sen pairs a novel history of India’s engagement with sport
and a probing analysis of its cultural and political development under monarchy and colonialism, and as an
independent nation. Some sports that originated in India have fallen out of favor, while others, such as
cricket, have been adopted and made wholly India’s own. Sen’s innovative project casts sport less as a
natural expression of human competition than as an instructive practice reflecting a unique play with power,
morality, aesthetics, identity, and money. Sen follows the transformation of sport from an elite, kingly
pastime to a national obsession tied to colonialism, nationalism, and free market liberalization. He pays
special attention to two modern phenomena: the dominance of cricket in the Indian consciousness and the
chronic failure of a billion-strong nation to compete successfully in international sporting competitions, such
as the Olympics. Innovatively incorporating examples from popular media and other unconventional sources,
Sen not only captures the political nature of sport in India but also reveals the patterns of patronage,
clientage, and institutionalization that have bound this diverse nation together for centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

This Nation at Play: A History of Sport in India (Contemporary Asia in the World) are usually reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Nation at Play: A History of Sport
in India (Contemporary Asia in the World) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Nation at Play: A History of Sport in
India (Contemporary Asia in the World) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Tommie Payton:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them is this Nation at Play: A History of Sport in India (Contemporary Asia in the World).

Anthony Wood:

The reserve with title Nation at Play: A History of Sport in India (Contemporary Asia in the World) posesses
a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Sheila Messina:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Nation at Play: A History of Sport in India (Contemporary Asia in the World).
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