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This timely book examines how the regime of President Aliaksandr Lukashenka has used the 'Great Patriotic
War’ (1941-45) as a key element in state and identity formation in Belarus. The campaign was discernible
from 2003 and intensified after a rift with Russia that led to a re-examination of the earlier policy of close
political and economic partnership. David R. Marples focuses in particular on the years 2009 and 2010,
which commemorated two 65th anniversaries: the liberation of Minsk (3 July 1944) and the end of World
War II in Europe (9 May 1945). Using a variety of sources, this unique book critically examines the official
interpretations of the war from various angles: the initial invasion, occupation, the Partisans, historic sites
and monuments, films, documentaries, museums, schools, and public occasions commemorating some of the
major events. Relying on first-hand research, including books recommended by the Ministry of Education,
state-controlled media and examinations through personal visits to the major historic sites and monuments of
Belarus, Marples explains and measures the effectiveness of Lukashenka's program. In outlining the main
tenets of the state interpretation of the war years, the book highlights the distortions and manipulations of
historical evidence as well as the dismissal of alternative versions as 'historical revisionism.' It assesses the
successes and weaknesses of the campaign as well as its long term effects and prospects.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book ´Our Glorious Past´: Lukashenka´s Belarus and the Great
Patriotic War (Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society Book 124) was making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
´Our Glorious Past´: Lukashenka´s Belarus and the Great Patriotic War (Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and
Society Book 124) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
with the book ´Our Glorious Past´: Lukashenka´s Belarus and the Great Patriotic War (Soviet and Post-
Soviet Politics and Society Book 124). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Myrtle Hamer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This ´Our Glorious Past´:
Lukashenka´s Belarus and the Great Patriotic War (Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and Society Book 124) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Ross Larson:

This book untitled ´Our Glorious Past´: Lukashenka´s Belarus and the Great Patriotic War (Soviet and Post-
Soviet Politics and Society Book 124) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Neil McNatt:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
´Our Glorious Past´: Lukashenka´s Belarus and the Great Patriotic War (Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics and
Society Book 124) we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must
want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this book ´Our Glorious Past´: Lukashenka´s Belarus and the Great Patriotic War (Soviet



and Post-Soviet Politics and Society Book 124). You can more desirable than now.
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