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America has long been heralded as the land of opportunity, but for our very youngest citizens, it is too often
a land of despair. Every year, a shocking 32,000 American babies die before they reach their first birthday.
More than one-quarter of the children under age three live in families with incomes below the poverty line,
and only 67% of children under two get the necessary series of immunizations needed to protect them from
life-threatening illnesses. Despite America's world leadership in research in child healthcare and
development, in all the statistical indicators of children's well-being--physical, developmental, educational
and behavioral--we lag well behind most advanced industrialized societies. While recent years have seen
some piecemeal attention paid to policy issues affecting preschoolers aged three to five, our infants and
toddlers are still perilously ignored, largely invisible in American social policy.

In Starting Right, internationally recognized child and family policy experts Sheila B. Kamerman and Alfred
J. Kahn present the pressing practical, political, and moral reasons why we must invest more time and money
in America's youngest children, and their families. Singling out the best of current childcare policies and
practices in the U.S. and western Europe, they call for a three-pronged approach to helping parents raise
young children well: ensuring adequate income through strategies such as a child tax credit; providing
essential services such as children's healthcare, child care, and family support programs; and offering
working parents more generous leaves to spend time with their children. Kamerman and Kahn carefully
assess the costs of implementing each of their proposals, demonstrating that the price is neither unreasonable
nor beyond our means. Drawing on their own studies and all the latest research, the authors show that this
investment in our children's early years is ultimately cheaper in both financial and human terms than the
alternatives we live with now. For example in 1950, when Finland was just establishing its healthcare
system, the infant mortality rate was 43.5 per 1,000 live births. The Finnish system emphasizes free and
universal access to healthcare for all citizens, including family planning services, prenatal care, and home
visits by nurses to families with newborns. Contagious childhood diseases have now been virtually
eliminated, and by 1990 the infant mortality rate had plunged to 5.5 per 1,000, making Finland the world
leader in the conquest of infant mortality.

A clarion call to action and a reasoned and attainable prescription for change, Starting Right lays the
groundwork for providing all of America's youngest children with the fighting chance they deserve to lead
happy, healthy, and productive lives. At stake are our children's futures, and America's future as well.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

The feeling that you get from Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We
Can Do About It could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more
you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Starting Right: How
America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this specific Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children
and What We Can Do About It instantly.

Maureen Perdue:

Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do
About It but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
pondering.

Dawn Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Starting Right: How America
Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It reserve written by well-known writer whose
to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
Starting Right: How America Neglects Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It as good book
not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ricardo Hempel:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Starting Right: How America Neglects Its
Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It as well as others sources were given understanding for



you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Starting Right: How America Neglects
Its Youngest Children and What We Can Do About It to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types
of book like this.
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