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The Metamorphosis of Plants, published in 1790, was Goethe's first major attempt to describe what he called
in a letter to a friend "the truth about the how of the organism." Inspired by the diversity of flora he found on
a journey to Italy, Goethe sought a unity of form in diverse structures. He came to see in the leaf the germ of
a plant's metamorphosis--"the true Proteus who can hide or reveal himself in all vegetal forms" -- from the
root and stem leaves to the calyx and corolla, to pistil and stamens. With this short book -- 123 numbered
paragraphs, in the manner of the great botanist Linnaeus -- Goethe aimed to tell the story of botanical forms
in process, to present, in effect, a motion picture of the metamorphosis of plants. This MIT Press edition of
The Metamorphosis of Plants illustrates Goethe's text (in an English translation by Douglas Miller) with a
series of stunning and starkly beautiful color photographs as well as numerous line drawings. It is the most
completely and colorfully illustrated edition of Goethe's book ever published. It demonstrates vividly
Goethe's ideas of transformation and interdependence, as well as the systematic use of imagination in
scientific research -- which influenced thinkers ranging from Darwin to Thoreau and has much to teach us
today about our relationship with nature.
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From reader reviews:

Yolanda Osuna:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Metamorphosis of Plants
(MIT Press) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Carlos Mendoza:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) book is readable by means
of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated
with The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Rosemary Perez:

The feeling that you get from The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) is the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT
Press) instantly.

Gerard Norman:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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