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A contentious, deeply moving ode to friendship, love, and urban life in the spirit of Fierce Attachments

A memoir of self-discovery and the dilemma of connection in our time, The Odd Woman and the City
explores the rhythms, chance encounters, and ever-changing friendships of urban life that forge the
sensibility of a fiercely independent woman who has lived out her conflicts, not her fantasies, in a city
(New York) that has done the same. Running steadily through the book is Vivian Gornick's exchange of
more than twenty years with Leonard, a gay man who is sophisticated about his own unhappiness, whose
friendship has "shed more light on the mysterious nature of ordinary human relations than has any other
intimacy" she has known. The exchange between Gornick and Leonard acts as a Greek chorus to the
main action of the narrator's continual engagement on the street with grocers, derelicts, and doormen;
people on the bus, cross-dressers on the corner, and acquaintances by the handful. In Leonard she sees
herself reflected plain; out on the street she makes sense of what she sees.
Written as a narrative collage that includes meditative pieces on the making of a modern feminist, the role
of the flaneur in urban literature, and the evolution of friendship over the past two centuries, The Odd
Woman and the City beautifully bookends Gornick's acclaimed Fierce Attachments, in which we first
encountered her rich relationship with the ultimate metropolis.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Salas:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Odd Woman
and the City: A Memoir book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Craig Baker:

Typically the book The Odd Woman and the City: A Memoir will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Odd Woman and the City: A Memoir is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Gavin Wilkins:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled The Odd Woman and the City: A Memoir can be fine book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Augusta Wilson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Odd Woman and the
City: A Memoir which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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