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In the decade that followed his emigration to the United States in 1851, Fitz-James O'Brien (1828-1862)
produced a steady stream of contributions to American newspapers and magazines. As short story writer,
essayist, poet, dramatist, reporter, reviewer, drama critic, and editor he won reputation as one of the ablest
young writers in New York City, displaying what one contemporary termed an 'extraordinary' talent. But
soon after his early death from complications of a battle wound, the sense of wonder at O'Brien's prolific
accomplishments began to dissipate. In 1881 his friend William Winter brought out The Poems and Stories
of Fitz-James O'Brien, a one-volume collection that spared him the oblivion that awaits even the ablest
magazine writers. That book, with reprintings derived from it, has formed almost by itself the basis for
O'Brien's lasting reputation. In the early decades of the twentieth century O'Brien continued to be admired as
the most significant practitioner in the short story in the United States of the 1850s. However, since then the
recognition of his achievement has focused on a few tales of the macabre and the supernatural. He is now
remembered in two unrelated contexts: as a colorful member of the 'Bohemian' circle that flourished in New
York City in the years prior to the Civil War, and as author of such stories as 'The Diamond Lens,' 'The Lost
Room,' and 'What Was It? A Mystery.' The present volume re-introduces the fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien to
modern readers by presenting fourteen of his works, five here reprinted for the first time, that together
suggest the development and range of his accomplishment as a short story writer. Additionally, editorial
commentary on individual stories reveals O'Brien's attunement to the fashions, fads, interests, and concerns
that manifested themselves in his adopted city and country. Though immersed in the details of his own era,
O'Brien cherished a belief that some of his writings would live beyond it. The present collection offers
evidence that, not only for his vivid contemporaneity but also for his innovativeness and technical skill, the
young author's hope for lasting memory as a writer of short fiction was well founded. The volume comprises,
first, an introduction that sketches O'Brien's literary career and traces his development as a fiction writer. The
stories appear next, arranged chronologically in the order of their publication. Each is preceded by editorial
commentary that affords information about its place in the author's career and identifies events and
circumstances surrounding its publication. O'Brien's frequent references to persons, places, books, and events
that may require identification are explained in the notes that follow each story. A bibliography and an index
conclude the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Slagle:

The book Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860 make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Behind
the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860 to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like available and read a reserve Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James
O'Brien, 1853-1860. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Susan Tarin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Behind the Curtain: Selected
Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860 to read.

Michael Albright:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Behind the
Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860, you could tells your family, friends and soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Dana Martin:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-
1860 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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