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At the beginning of the thirteenth century Byzantium was still one of the most influential states in the eastern
Mediterranean, possessing two-thirds of the Balkans and almost half of Asia Minor. After the capture of
Constantinople in 1204 during the Fourth Crusade, the most prominent and successful of the Greek rump
states was the Empire of Nicaea, which managed to re-capture the city in 1261 and restore Byzantium. The
Nicaean Empire, like Byzantium of the Komnenoi
and Angeloi of the twelfth century, went on to gain dominant influence over the Seljukid Sultanate of Rum
in the 1250s. However, the decline of the Seljuk power, the continuing migration of Turks from the east, and
what effectively amounted to a lack of Mongol interest in western Anatolia, allowed
the creation of powerful Turkish nomadic confederations in the frontier regions facing Byzantium. By 1304,
the nomadic Turks had broken Byzantium's eastern defences; the Empire lost its Asian territories forever,
and Constantinople became the most eastern outpost of Byzantium. At the beginning of the fourteenth
century the Empire was a tiny, second-ranking Balkan state, whose lands were often disputed between the
Bulgarians, the Serbs, and the Franks.

Using Greek, Arabic, Persian, and Ottoman sources, Byzantium and the Turks in the Thirteenth Century
presents a new interpretation of the Nicaean Empire and highlights the evidence for its wealth and power. It
explains the importance of the relations between the Byzantines and the Seljuks and the Mongols, revealing
how the Byzantines adapted to the new and complex situation that emerged in the second half of the
thirteenth century. Finally, it turns to the Empire's Anatolian frontiers
and the emergence of the Turkish confederations, the biggest challenge that the Byzantines faced in the
thirteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

The book Byzantium and the Turks in the Thirteenth Century (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book Byzantium and the Turks in the Thirteenth Century (Oxford Studies in Byzantium)? Some
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Byzantium and the Turks in the
Thirteenth Century (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Thomas Carlson:

Often the book Byzantium and the Turks in the Thirteenth Century (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Byzantium and the Turks in the
Thirteenth Century (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joseph Vargas:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
Byzantium and the Turks in the Thirteenth Century (Oxford Studies in Byzantium).

Freddie Straughter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be Byzantium and the Turks in the Thirteenth Century (Oxford Studies in
Byzantium) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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