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In the early 1960s, the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater was a small, multi-racial company of dancers
that performed the works of its founding choreographer and other emerging artists. By the late 1960s, the
company had become a well-known African American artistic group closely tied to the Civil Rights struggle.
In Dancing Revelations, Thomas DeFrantz chronicles the troupe's journey from a small modern dance
company to one of the premier institutions of African American culture. He not only charts this rise to
national and international renown, but also contextualizes this progress within the civil rights, women's
rights, and gay rights struggles of the late 20th century.
DeFrantz examines the most celebrated Ailey dances, including Revelations, drawing on video recordings of
Ailey's dances, published interviews, oral histories, and his own interviews with former Ailey company
dancers. Through vivid descriptions and beautiful illustrations, DeFrantz reveals the relationship between
Ailey's works and African American culture as a whole. He illuminates the dual achievement of Ailey as an
artist and as an arts activist committed to developing an African American presence in dance. He also
addresses concerns about how dance performance is documented, including issues around spectatorship and
the display of sexuality, the relationship of Ailey's dances to civil rights activism, and the establishment and
maintenance of a successful, large-scale Black Arts institution.
Throughout Dancing Revelations, DeFrantz illustrates how Ailey combined elements of African dance with
motifs adapted from blues, jazz, and Broadway to choreograph his dances. By re-interpreting these tropes of
black culture in his original and well-received dances, DeFrantz argues that Ailey played a significant role in
defining the African American cultural canon in the twentieth century. As the first book to examine the
cultural sources and cultural impact of Ailey's work, Dancing Revelations is an important contribution to
modern dance history and criticism as well as African-American studies.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American
Culture can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jeremy Turner:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American
Culture it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Trina Durham:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture provide you with a
new experience in examining a book.

David Baxter:

This Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture is brand-new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-



book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
knowledge.
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