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Seminar paper from the year 2001 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1 (A), Justus-Liebig-University Giessen (Instiute anglisitc linguistics), course: The Medieval Drama - Texts
and Cultural Backgrounds, 8 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: There are some obvious
differences between the morality and the miracle plays. The

latter did stress moral truths besides teaching facts of the bible, but on the whole did

not lend themselves to alegorical formulation except when there was no well —

defined Bible story to be followed. A good example in this caseisthelife of Maria

Magdalen, before she was converted. The miracle play dealt with what were believed

to be historical events and its main characters were for the most part ready- made for

the playwright by the Bible and inherited tradition.

The morality play on the other hand, stood by itself, unconnected to a cycle, and the

plots were extremely stereotyped. “They afforded less scope for original creation

than those of the miracles, which were crowded with major and minor characters,

Herold, Pilate, Pharaoh, Noah’' s wife, Satan, Adam and Eve,” (Kinghorn 1968:

p.116) and a host of others, both scriptural and non-scriptural. Asfar asthe

charactersin the morality plays are concerned one could say that these characters,

like for instance the Seven Deadly Sins, did only offer very limited opportunities for

development. “ Gluttony could hardly be other than afat lout, Sloth a half- awake

lounger, Luxury an overdressed woman, Avarice a grasping old man and Anger

continually in arage’ ( Kinghorn 1968: p.116).

Asfar asallegorical formulations are concerned it has to pointed out that the

morality play characters were always personified vices and virtues, producing a

conflict of sorts and providing enough material for aplot. The Christian Virtues, the

Seven Deadly Sins, Pride of Life, World, Flesh Y outh, Age, Holy Church, Wealth,

Health, Mercy, Learning and, of course, Mankind are just afew examples for

personages which were made to behave as though they were human by the didactic

aim of the author ( Kinghorn 1968: p.116), but all these characters are aways

contained within their own narrow definition. Since these allegorical personages

were not characters but walking abstractions, they provided the playwright only very

limited opportunities for devel opment. Everything that was said and done by these

characters showed clearly the moral truth which was of course the subject of the plot. The late medieval
morality plays mark awell - defined movement away from the

religious drama towards the completely secular dramain England. [...]
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From reader reviews:
CoraMorrdl:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Mankind - An
Interpretation of aMedieval Morality Play that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you may pick Mankind - An Interpretation of a Medieval Morality Play become
your current starter.

Joseph Taylor:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Mankind - An Interpretation of a
Medieval Morality Play why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.

Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Joyce Murphy:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Mankind - An Interpretation of a Medieval Morality Play provide you with new experiencein
reading a book.

Phillis Ries:

This Mankind - An Interpretation of a Medieval Morality Play is new way for you who has attention to ook
for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Mankind -
An Interpretation of a Medieval Morality Play can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable
by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one.



Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anindividual. So , don't missthe ideal Just read this
e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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