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The universally respected NPR journalist and bestselling memoirist Scott Simon makes a dazzling fiction
debut. In Pretty Birds, Simon creates an intense, startling, and tragicomic portrait of a classic character–a
young woman in the besieged city of Sarajevo in the early 1990s.

In the spring of 1992, Irena Zaric is a star on her Sarajevo high school basketball team, a tough, funny
teenager who has taught her parrot, Pretty Bird, to do a decent imitation of a ball hitting a hoop. Irena wears
her hair short like k. d. lang’s, and she loves Madonna, Michael Jordan, and Johnny Depp. But while Irena
rocks out and shoots baskets with her friends, her beloved city has become a battleground. When the
violence and terror of “ethnic cleansing” against Muslims begins, Irena and her family, brutalized by Serb
soldiers, flee for safety across the river that divides the city.

If once Irena knew of war only from movies and history books, now she knows its reality. She steals from
the dead to buy food. She scuttles under windows in her own home to dodge bullets. She risks her life to
communicate with an old Serb school friend and teammate. Even Pretty Bird has started to mimic the sizzle
of mortar fire.

In a city starved for work, a former assistant principal offers Irena a vague job, “duties as assigned,” which
she accepts. She begins by sweeping floors, but soon, under the tutelage of a cast of rogues and heroes, she
learns to be a sniper, biding her time, never returning to the same perch, and searching her targets for the
“mist” that marks a successful shot. Ultimately, Irena’s new vocation will lead to complex and cataclysmic
consequences for herself and those she loves.

As a journalist, Scott Simon covered the siege of Sarajevo. Here, in a novel as suspenseful as a John le Carré
thriller, he re-creates the atmosphere of that place and time and the pain and dark humor of its people. Pretty
Birds is a bold departure, and the auspicious beginning of yet another brilliant career for its author.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cassie Merritt:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Pretty Birds: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Pretty Birds: A Novel.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Royce Axtell:

The book Pretty Birds: A Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Pretty Birds: A Novel being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Pretty Birds: A Novel.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Derek Wire:

This Pretty Birds: A Novel are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Pretty Birds: A Novel can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Pretty Birds: A Novel forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Luther Jensen:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is Pretty
Birds: A Novel this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's
why this book appropriate all of you.
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