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Is the official collection of information on individuals inevitably leading to the creation of a 'Big Brother
State'? In this innovative interdisciplinary study, Edward Higgs takes issue with writers such as Michel
Foucault and Anthony Giddens who argue that state information gathering can be seen in terms of an
expansion towards modernity, and as social control. Using ground-breaking historical research, Higgs
reveals that, since 1500, the English state has always been an Information State although the nature of that
state has changed markedly over the last 500 years. In its modern form, the Information State is as much
about winning consent via the provision of benefits as repression in the interests of elites.

The Information State in England
- draws upon a wide range of sociological theory and historical research, as well as evidence gathered from
archival sources
- challenges many assumptions about state formation and the role of information
- views the development of the state in terms of the changing balance between decentralized and centralized
forms of governance
provides a critique of sociological and postmodernist concepts of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Morrison:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500.

Richard Vaccaro:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Information State in England: The
Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading
some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Leticia Bennet:

The e-book with title The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens
since 1500 posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Michael Emery:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Information State in
England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 can be the solution, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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