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In more than ninety novels and novellas, Honoré de Balzac (1799–1850) created a universe teeming with
over two thousand characters. The Misfit of the Family reveals how Balzac, in imagining the dense, vividly
rendered social world of his novels, used his writing as a powerful means to understand and analyze—as
well as represent—a range of forms of sexuality. Moving away from the many psychoanalytic approaches to
the novelist's work, Michael Lucey contends that in order to grasp the full complexity with which sexuality
was understood by Balzac, it is necessary to appreciate how he conceived of its relation to family, history,
economics, law, and all the many structures within which sexualities take form.

The Misfit of the Family is a compelling argument that Balzac must be taken seriously as a major inventor
and purveyor of new tools for analyzing connections between the sexual and the social. Lucey’s account of
the novelist’s deployment of "sexual misfits" to impel a wide range of his most canonical works—Cousin
Pons, Cousin Bette, Eugenie Grandet, Lost Illusions, The Girl with the Golden Eyes—demonstrates how
even the flexible umbrella term "queer" barely covers the enormous diversity of erotic and social behaviors
of his characters. Lucey draws on the thinking of Michel Foucault and Pierre Bourdieu and engages the work
of critics of nineteenth-century French fiction, including Naomi Schor, D. A. Miller, Franco Moretti, and
others. His reflections on Proust as Balzac’s most cannily attentive reader suggest how the lines of social and
erotic force he locates in Balzac’s work continued to manifest themselves in twentieth-century writing and
society.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lopez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Misfit of
the Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Curtis Monahan:

The e-book untitled The Misfit of the Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q) is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Misfit of the Family: Balzac and
the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Karen Taylor:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People
is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read will be The Misfit of the
Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q).

Ann David:

You can get this The Misfit of the Family: Balzac and the Social Forms of Sexuality (Series Q) by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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